Stacy Huber

Personal Statement
Write a personal statement in which you tell the scholarship committee about yourself.  Please discuss your career/educational goals and objectives, your work experience, contributions to your own community and to the USD learning community, academic achievements, any other pertinent information of which you feel the committee should be advised.

My name is Stacy Huber.  After graduating from USD with a Bachelors in English Education, I began teaching in Wakonda, SD in 1997 as their 9-12 English and Journalism Teacher.  I have been here ever since; just finishing up my 10th year now. 
In those ten years, I have grown so much and have learned from my students just as much as they have learned from me.  One of the most important lessons I have taken from these bright minds is that to be an effective teacher one must move with their students and really understand how today’s youth think -- their work habits, their thought processes, their out-of-school hobbies, and their value systems.  Yes, this world’s teenager is quite different from the time of my generation.  It is a visual world with multi-tasking and different skills.

My students have taught me that the world is alive and learning about it should be as well.  No longer are textbooks, pencils, and paper the tools of learning.  Allowing students to discover and uncover the world is much more effective using technology.  My educational goal in my classroom and at my small school is to provide opportunities for life-long learning in a changing world.
Every opportunity there is to learn more about integrating technology into my classroom – I take.  Five years ago USD approached area K-12 schools to come and take part in the Technology Integration Outreach Program.  This was exactly what I was looking for – a chance to get together with my fellow teachers and work on an across-the-curriculum project that incorporates technology.  They taught the backwards curriculum view (Understanding by Design, UbD).  It was a revelation for me and the teachers I, at first, bribed to come along.  It was so outstanding that I came back for more the next year, with a whole new batch of teachers.  I knew in order to change the culture at my school, I would need to enlist the help of my co-workers.  Again, we developed a meaningful, learning experience for our students that I know lasted beyond the classroom walls of Wakonda.

I have continued to seek and participate in career development opportunities in which technology and UbD are involved.  TTL summer institute, 1:1 Laptop Workshops, Curriculum Development Workshops through my cooperative, Understanding by Design Classes with Rosanne Yost, Dakota Writing Project, independent workshops through USD’s computer department, and individual training for In-Design and other software, are examples of some of the professional development in which I chose to partake.

My goal as a high school English teacher is to expose my students to new ways to learn.  My English classes are in the computer lab almost 70 percent of the time.  I find it is much more productive when I can allow them to uncover their learning while I act as   their guide.  All my units begin with the Big Ideas and incorporate authentic tasks as assessment.  My students enjoy my classroom and take what they learn with them, I hope.
Living here in Wakonda, population 300, creates many disadvantages because we are so rural.  Allowing the students a connection with the rest of the world through technology has really opened their eyes to the possibilities.  As the journalism teacher, I found it frustrating that I couldn’t give my students a real world experience, with deadlines and real-time editing as they write stories for the local paper.  My husband and I bought the Irene Tri-County News last year in May, a small town paper located in Irene, with whom Wakonda will be consolidating with next year.  Our goal was two-fold:  to give my students a real-life learning opportunity in a real-world environment, and to unite the two communities as they come together as one school, Irene/Wakonda School District.  

With the cooperation of both school boards and my administration, it was worked out so I could teach Journalism to both Irene and Wakonda students at the newspaper office two periods per day as well as continue to teach 9-12 English and Desktop Publishing.  This year has been tough, but well worth it.  I have taken a year off from my graduate work in order to make this newspaper partnership work.  The students have been great.  They write one story per week and then help to create the newspaper.  When I took over, it was still a paste-up newspaper.  Everything since then has been converted to computer.  My students are learning and doing the same exact skills as those working for The New York Times.  One of my students was just awarded one of the two prestigious Al Neuharth Excellence in Journalism Scholarships from USD for next school year.   How proud I am of him, and how excited I am for his future career in journalism.  It makes it all worth it!
I am also the yearbook advisor and one requirement for my desktop publishing class is to “Adopt a local business.”  This project came about because I found our small town has business people that aren’t very skilled with technology.  I would go to the local café and read signs that were hand-written or see a menu that was just thrown together with corrections made with a Sharpie marker.  On the other hand, I would go to school and see students that were creating masterpieces on the computer for school projects.  Why not marry the two?  One needs help and the other needs an opportunity to showcase their talent.  My desktop publishing class is required to find a local business for which to create useful documents and business literature.  They even do a bit of educating our business people.  It has been a great PR move for our school and community.
I feel that I am very involved in my community, which everyone should be – “It does take a village to raise kids.”  I volunteer as the 4th, 5th and 6th grade girls’ basketball coach and I coach 12 and under girls softball in the summer as a volunteer.  

What I have learned so far though my graduate work in TET, I have applied to my classroom.  I can’t wait to continue my courses this summer at USD.  It revives my hope for our youth and motivates me to try new teaching methods with my students.  It makes me dream about ways I can bring learning to life for my students.  As we consolidate and begin a new school district with Irene, I am hopeful that I can influence other teachers to integrate technology into their classrooms and to see the difference it makes.  My ultimate goal is to become an Integration Specialist for this district or another in the area.
My educational goals are to help my students and Irene/Wakonda communities dream bigger.  Education is the key to enjoying life, and technology is the key to the 21st Century School.
